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Australia’s	  Critical	  Environmental	  Protection	  Laws	  
are	  Under	  Threat	  

Under pressure from big business and the mining 
industryi, federal and state governments have 
recently announced an aggressive planii to wind 
back the country’s system of essential 
environmental laws in the name of reducing ‘green 
tape’. 

On April 13 the Council of Australian Governments 
(COAG) released a plan to implement damaging 
changes to federal and state environmental laws.  

This announcement presents a grave threat to hard 
won environmental protections for our land, water 
and wildlife. There are three parallel threats:   

1. A package of damaging legislative amendments 
to the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC) to be introduced to 
federal Parliament this year; 

2. Fast-tracked negotiation of EPBC Act bilateral 
approval agreements between federal and state 
governments, which will transfer important federal 
approval powers to the states, by March 2013; 

3. Parallel and equally damaging changes to state 
and territory laws, including amendments aimed at 
accelerating the approval of major development 
projects, including mining and gas development. 
 
 

 
 

Commonwealth	  Protection	  Works	  

Federal oversight on matters of national 
environmental significance provides critical 
protection for Australia’s water, threatened 
species and iconic wild places.  

History has shown us that state governments 
do not assess development proposals with the 
national interest in mind— only the Federal 
Government can provide national leadership 
on national environmental issues. When it 
comes to mining and major infrastructure 
projects states are more likely to prioritise 
short-term profits and political interests over 
the environment. 

In the past the Federal Government has 
stepped in to stop State governments 
allowing: 

• Oil rigs on the Great Barrier Reef.  

• Cattle grazing in the Victorian Alps. 

• A dam blocking the majestic Franklin River. 

• Sand mining on Fraser Island.  

• A new coal port in pristine Shoalwater Bay. 

• Traveston Crossing Dam blocking the Mary      

  River. 

•	  Major	  road	  through	  the	  wild	  forests	  of	  the	  Tarkine.	  

	  

Why	  Environmental	  Laws	  Matter	  

Environmental	  laws	  are	  an	  essential	  element	  of	  a	  
healthy	  society.	  They	  not	  only	  protect	  our	  fragile	  
ecosystems,	  they	  also	  protect	  our	  health,	  our	  
communities,	  our	  economy	  and	  future	  generations.	  	  
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Specifically our system of environmental laws: 

1. Recognise the value of the environment, and 
can seek to ensure that decisions are made in 
accordance with the principles of ecologically 
sustainable development. 

2. Protect the community’s right to be informed of, 
and participate in, decision-making processes that 
affect the environment. 

3. Ensure that a rigorous, science-based 
assessment of environmental impacts is applied in 
the decision-making process. 

4. Provide enforcement mechanisms where 
environmental laws are breached. 

5. Ensure that our international environmental 
obligations are upheld.iii 

Public	  Participation?	  

Currently the government is allowing privileged 
access to the business sector in the COAG process 
through the Business Advisory Forum. This is 
unprecedented access at the exclusion of the rest 
of civil society and has resulted in this damaging 
plan to wind back important environmental 
protection measures. 

 

 

 

What	  You	  Can	  Do	  

Call, write or email Prime Minister Julia Gillard 
and your federal MP.  

As the head of COAG, the Prime Minister is 
responsible for implementing this plan to wind 
back environmental protection laws. 

Express your opposition to the Federal 
Government’s proposal to wind back 
environmental protection laws under the guise 
of cutting ‘green tape’. 

Tell our leaders Australia needs stronger not 
weaker environmental laws and the Federal 
Government should not be handing over 
matters of national environmental significance 
to the state governments. 

Highlight the current process that allows the 
COAG Business Advisory Forum privileged 
access to high-level policy agendas at the 
exclusion of the rest of civil society is 
unacceptable. 

Call: (02) 6277 7700 

Email: www.pm.gov.au/contact-your-pm 

Address: 

The Hon Julia Gillard MP	  Prime Minister	   

Parliament House 

Canberra Act 2600 
 
To find your Federal MP visit: 
www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Me
mbers 
 
                                                
i	  Companies	  urge	  war	  on	  environmental	  ‘green	  tape’,	  The	  
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